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Article 
Peace education can be most simply thought of as educating students to create a 
more peaceful world.  However, just as peace needs to be thought of as more 
than merely the absence of war, so too peace education needs to be thought of as 
being more than educating students to understand the importance of avoiding 
war. Peace is the presence of justice, and thus a fuller definition of peace 
education is educating students to create a more just and harmonious world.  
Peace education may thought of as having an international dimension, that is, 
educating for peace and social justice between nation-states; as having a 
domestic dimension, that is, educating for peace and social justice within 
societies, groups and families; and as having a personal dimension, that is, 
educating for peace and justice in our individual personal relationships and 
educating for inner peace. Moreover, many writers now also see peace education 
as encompassing our inter-relationship with our natural environment. All these 
dimensions of peace education can be seen to be inter-related. 
The external authority for peace education 
Peace education as a deliberate endeavor is a relatively recent phenomenon and 
has arisen substantially out of concerns at the destructiveness and suffering 
resulting from global warfare in recent modern history, and a desire to avoid this 
in the future.  As the United Nations system was also established very much out of 
a desire to avoid global war in the future, it is not surprising that one should find 
statements about the importance of peace education, explicitly or implicitly, 
within numerous United Nations instruments and declarations. It is noteworthy 
that in recent years there has been a trend towards including a cultural dimension 
in the task of peace education, in that the United Nations now sees long-term 
peace education as encouraging a culture of peace, involving values, attitudes 
and behaviors.  The United Nations system remains an important authority for a 
commitment to peace education, but this is very much an assumed authority or 
external rationale or legitimation for peace education, based ultimately on the 
authority of the United Nations as an international authority (Page, 2004, 2008, and 
2010). 
The philosophical rationale for peace education 
Articulating an educational and philosophical rationale for peace education is 
much more complex.  James Calleja has argued that a philosophical foundation 
for peace education may be found in deontological ethics, that is, we have a duty 
to peace and a duty to teach peace. Indeed, Immanuel Kant, in the Second 
Definitive Article in his influential 1795 essay Zum ewigen Frieden (On Perpetual 
Peace), argues that we have an “immediate duty” to peace, and it follows that 
peace [596/597] education ought to be regarded as a duty.  James Page (2004, 
2008) has argued that a philosophical foundation for peace education also may be 
found in virtue ethics, consequentialist ethics, conservative political ethics, 
aesthetic ethics and care ethics. What makes this issue more complex is that 
many writers, including John Dewey and Paulo Freire, seem to be advocating 
peace education without using this phrase. Indeed, one can see elements of a 
philosophy of peace education in the work of many philosophers and within the 
elements of world religions.  
Indoctrination and peace education 
One of the ways to think about a philosophy of peace education is to examine the 
possible objections to it. One of the most obvious challenges is that peace 
education may be perceived to constitute a form of indoctrination, and, as such, 
peace education cannot be considered a valid educational endeavor. Indeed the 
charge of indoctrination is often raised at a public policy level against peace 
education.  In the sense that peace education entails a value commitment to the 
creation of a peaceful and just society, then this charge might be considered valid 
- peace education is admittedly closely related to peace advocacy. However, 
indoctrination also implies a denial of the right of the individual, in this case the 
student, to form his or her own opinions on issues.  A skillful and sensitive 
approach to peace education will include allowing the free expression of 
individual opinion by the student.  Thus, process, as well as content, is crucial for 
peace education, and without an approach which recognizes the right of the 
student to form opinions and views, it is inevitable that any peace education will 
be seen as empty moralizing (or worse). 
The content of peace education 
A second challenge for any philosophy of peace education is that the scope of the 
enterprise tends to become impossibly open-ended and undefined.  The reason 
for this open-ended nature of peace education is that there are many dimensions 
to what constitutes a peaceful and just society; and it follows that peace education 
may be seen as encouraging tolerance and understanding, challenging racism 
and sexism, encouraging a view of history which sees that war is not inevitable, 
as well as encouraging healthy self-assertiveness and inner calm. One can even 
make a case that sexuality and relationships education can be deemed part of 
peace education, in that sexually well-adjusted persons are arguably less 
aggressive. One resolution to this problem is to see peace education as implicit 
within the idea of education itself.  All education is implicitly peace education, in 
that there is a moral assumption within all education that we are training students 
to operate in and contribute to a peaceful world.    
Peace education and political change 
A third challenge for peace education is that it may be seen as an avoidance 
strategy by a world confronted with problems of peace and social justice. Saying 
that one seeks to educate a future generation to become more peaceful may be 
seen as avoiding the reality that policy answers need to be found now for the 
problems of war and social injustice.  Committing to peace education can be seen 
as forever postponing the need to make policy decisions into the future.  
Moreover, it is natural that students may become resentful at being told it is their 
responsibility to create a more peaceful world, when in reality it is the social and 
political responsibility of every thinking person. The answer may lie in an 
integrated approach to education, in which all education, including peace 
education, is seen as part of a wider moral commitment to social change, towards 
working for a better world.  In this sense, peace education is just one part of the 
wider imperative to individual and social action. 
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